History of Education
good litterature both laten and greke, and goode auctours
suych as haue the veray Romayne eliquence joyned withe
wisdome specially Cristyn auctours that wrote theyre wysdome
with clene and chast laten other in verse or in prose, for my
entent is by thys scole specially to incresse knowledge and
worshipping of god and oure lorde Crist Jesu and good Cristen
lyff and maners in the Children And for that entent I will the
Chyldren lerne ffirst aboue all the Cathechyzon in Englysl
and after the accidence that I made or sum other yf eny be
better to the purpose to induce chyldren more spedely to
laten spech And thanne Institutum Christian! homines which
that lernyd Erasmus made at my request and the boke called
Copia of the same Erasmus And thenne other auctours Chris-
tian as lactancius prudentius and proba and sedulius and
Juuencus and Baptista Mantuanus and suche other as shalby
tought convenyent and moste to purpose vnto the true laten
spech all barbary all corrupcion all laten adulterate which
ignorant blynde foils brought into this worlde and with the
same hath distayned and poysenyd the olde laten spech and
the varay Romayne tong which in the tyme of Tully and
Salust and Virgill and Terence was vsid, whiche also seint
Jerome and seint ambrose and seint Austin and many hooly
doctors lernyd in theyr tymes. I say that ffylthynesse and
all such abusyon which the later blynde worlde brought in
which more ratheyr maybe callid blotterature thenne litterature
I vtterly abbanysh and Exclude oute of this scole and charge the
Maisters that they teche all way that is the best and instruct
the chyldren in greke and Redyng laten in Redyng vnto
them suych auctoturs that hathe with wisdome joyned the pure
chaste eloquence."
This rather conservative attitude toward the new learning
becomes a more confident one with a half century's experi-
ence and then approximates that of the continental schools.
The organization of the school was into eight grades, though
later the typical one for these public schools was that of six
grades or "forms."
At the time when Colet founded St. Paul's there existed in
England from two to three hundred secondary schools in
connection with monasteries, with cathedral, or collegiate